they, began to realize the prodigious amount
of skill, artistry and downright witchcraft
that had gone into this singularly masterful
piece of work.

On the guests’ left, close enough to touch,
was Eagles Roost, the point where we left off
in our last visit in the June 1981 issue, and
where we will start on this last segment of
our recalling of the G&D. You might want
to refer one last time to the trackplan (Fig.
1.13) that appeared in the first installment
(December 1980 RMC) for orientation.

A turnout at Eagle’s Roost was the start of
the longest passing siding on the railroad
with both tracks leaving the mountain on
bridges, the main line to the right and the
siding to the left. The siding provided access
to the Andrews switching complex vig a sec-
ond turnout. The turnout at the opposite end
of this siding was actually at the edge of Cold
Shoulder, and a run-around here covered as
much track as there is on some small layouts.
The G&D was large for a home layout with
some 600 square feet of floor space, plenty of
room for aisleways (at least 200 square feet)
and by 1973 total track amounting to over
1000 linear feet.

ndrews occupied an area two by ten feet
some 55" above the floor. In the initial
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the stream we talked about in June—the one
that used real water. Note the furnace in the
earlier picture that was completely hidden
by the scenery later. It's an amazing testi-
monial to the function and scope of scenery
planning and construction.

There were two mirrors in this area—one
at the end of the spurs, seen in Fig. 5.3, and
the second to reflect the Westward HO Hotel
as you entered the area. The “back wall” of
the area was hinged and swung back for ease
in painting the backdrop planned for An-
drews.

With only some 30" between the trackwork
and the ceiling, John resorted to another
method of concealing the timbers supporting
the house in this area. One example is visible
in the center of the Fig. 5.2,the tall grain
elevator. The second would have been an ore
processing plant at one side of the mirror at
the end, hiding both the edge of the mirror
and the post. Time ran out on John before he
got to this interesting project.

There were other notable structures at
Andrews: The Westward HO Hotel was one,
as a tower covered a projecting corner in the
house foundation. And there was the De-
tritus Bunker in the center of the trackwork
that won a “best in show” at a Pacific Coast
Region/NMRA convention in the late fifties.

the consensus of his operators was that, no
matter how valuable the product might have
been, they would have much preferred a
time-stretching capability that would have
afforded them a more deliberate approach to
the intricate problems of delivering cars to
their destinations.

he operations format at Andrews was

generally simple although it does not fol-
low that the execution thereof was the same.
It required unscheduled runs with cars to
Port where they were exchanged for a whole
new consist of cars destined for delivery to
those industries at Andrews, plus a couple
for industrial spurs enroute.

The Catch-22 came about as a result of the
rule that all cars at all industries were re-
garded as ready for onward movement at the
start of an operating session—compounded
by the fact that the run to Port was largely
downgrade all the way. Thus, the tyro
usually succumbed to the temptation to
clean out as many cars as possible to give
himself some breathing room in Andrews.
The hitch came several sessions later when
all of those cars inevitably returned to An-
drews in an uphill run!

Experienced operators prudently took no
more cars down than they could comfortably
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